
 
 
 

Earthen architecture around the world 
 
The International Centre for Earth Construction CRAterre, created in 1979, is linked to the 
National Superior Architecture School of Grenoble (France). The Center has the recognition 
of UNESCO Chair and is a world reference in the field of earthen architecture. CRAterre 
works towards the recognition of earth materials and other local resources as a valid 
response to the challenges of protecting the environment, valorising and promoting cultural 
diversity, optimizing the use of local human and natural resources and improving housing and 
living conditions. Their projects facilitate the active participation of all the stakeholders 
involved: institutional representatives, professionals and local community members.   
CRAterre improves and disseminates knowledge and good practices at the international level. 
The Centre assembled a multidisciplinary and international team of researchers, 
professionals, lecturers and trainers, working in collaboration with many partners, as a means 
to establish creative links between research, on-the-field activities as well as training, 
knowledge dissemination and sensitization activities. The CRAterre's capacities for innovation 
and multidisciplinary integration are widely recognized and inspire many institutions around 
the world and it is open to establish new collaborations with institutions, universities and 
social actors of interested countries.  
 
 
For more information  
CRAterre - International Centre for Earth Construction 
National Superior Architecture School of Grenoble  
 
For contacts 
craterre@grenoble.archi.fr 
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