In September 2015, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations FAO presented in
the World Forestry Congress, co-organized by FAO
and the Government of South Africa, the Global
Forest Resources Assessment 2015: How are the
world’s forest changing?

The Global Forest Resources Assessment is
conducted every five years and summarizes findings
and data sources and links to more detailed
publications and online resources.

The FAO General Director underlines that the
contributions of forests to the well-being of
humankind are extraordinarily vast and far-reaching.
Forests play a fundamental role in combating rural
poverty, ensuring food security and providing decent
livelihoods; they offer promising mid-term green
growth opportunities; and they deliver vital long-term
environmental services, such as clean air and water, conservation of
biodiversity and mitigation of climate change.

Sustainably managed forests provide essential goods and services and
thus play a vital part in sustainable development. Reliable and up-to-
date information on the state of forest resources is crucial to support
decision-making for investment and policymaking in forestry and
sustainable development.

FAO regularly monitors the world’s forests and their management and
uses through the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA). More
information on the FRA 2015 process, other publications and online
database is available on the FRA web site
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http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/world-forestry-congress/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4793e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/en/
http://www.slideshare.net/FAOoftheUN/how-have-forests-changed-results-from-fra-2015
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/world-forestry-congress/en/

