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FORESTS AND RESILIENT, SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES
BOSQUES Y ECONOMÍAS SOSTENIBLES Y RESILIENTES

The State of the World’s Forests Report 2022 - Forest
pathways for green recovery and building inclusive,
resilient and sustainable economies has been prepared
and published by the FAO Forestry Division. The full
Report is also available in digital version.
Against the backdrop of the Glasgow Leaders’
Declaration on Forests and Land Use and the pledge of
140 countries to eliminate forest loss by 2030 and to
support restoration and sustainable forestry, the 2022
edition of the Report explores the potential of three forest
pathways for achieving green recovery and tackling
multidimensional planetary crises, including climate
change and biodiversity loss.
The pathways identified in the Report 2022, that can have
a relevant impact to strengthen the processes of territorial
development are the following: halting deforestation and
maintaining forests; restoring degraded lands and
expanding agroforestry; and sustainably using forests and
building green value chains.
Forests cover 31% of the Earth’s land surface (4.06 billion
ha) but the area is shrinking, with 420 million ha of forest
lost through deforestation between 1990 and 2020. The rate of
deforestation is declining but was still 10 million ha per year in 2015–
2020. Some 47 million ha of primary forests was lost between 2000 and
2020.
The Report highlights that “smallholders, local communities and
Indigenous Peoples own or manage nearly half - 4.35 billion ha - of the
world’s forest and farm landscapes and will be crucial for scaling up
implementation of the pathways. According to one estimate,
smallholders on such lands generate a gross annual income of up to
USD 1.29 trillion. More than 8.5 million producer organizations now
exist to help local actors participate in and support a green recovery.
Companies in forest-based value chains will be essential partners in the
development of circular economies. Many are already expanding the
range of forest products as substitutes for materials with higher
greenhouse-gas emissions and increasing processing efficiency. Local
forest growers and processors can obtain more benefit by strengthening
links with buyers and developing capacity through producer
organizations.”

The Report launches the following key messages:
• There will be no healthy economy on an unhealthy planet.
Environmental deterioration is contributing to climate change,
biodiversity loss and the emergence of new diseases. Forests and
trees can play crucial roles in addressing these crises and moving
towards sustainable economies.
• Three interrelated pathways involving forests and trees can support
economic and environmental recovery. These are (1) halting
deforestation and maintaining forests; (2) restoring degraded lands
and expanding agroforestry; and (3) sustainably using forests and
building green value chains.
• The world will need more renewable materials because of a
growing population and the need to reduce environmental impacts.
The forest sector can and must drive a transition to the more
efficient and circular use of biomaterials with higher value added.
• Forest and farm producers need more incentive to scale up green
recovery. They must derive substantial tangible benefits from
restoring and sustainably managing forest and tree resources.
• The forest pathways can contribute to building inclusive, resilient
and sustainable economies. Doing so optimally will require shifts in
policies to maximize synergies among the pathways and between
agriculture and forestry across agri-food systems and to encourage
private sector investments.
The State of the World’s Forests 2022 presents evidence on the
feasibility and value of these pathways and outlines initial steps that
could be taken to further pursue them. It highlights that action is needed
now to keep the global temperature increase below 1.5 °C, reduce the
risk of future pandemics, ensure food security and nutrition for all,
eliminate poverty, conserve the planet’s biodiversity and offer young
people hope of a better world and a better future for all.
The balanced, simultaneous pursuit of the pathways identified in the
Report can generate sustainable economic and social benefits for
countries and their rural communities, help sustainably meet increasing
global demand for materials, and address environmental challenges.
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