
 

December 2025 
 
The Pan-American Institute for Dairy Sector 
Training of the Pan-American Dairy Federation 
(FEPALE) invites interested actors to participate in 
the new Diploma course for Dairy Production in 
Pasture-Based Systems. 
 
The Diploma, which begins 9 February 2026, is a 
joint and strategic initiative between Zamorano 
University and the Pan-American Dairy Federation 
(FEPALE). This alliance of leading institutions has 
the fundamental objective of strengthening the 
technical, financial, and sustainability capacities of 
pasture-based dairy systems in Latin America. 
 
The combination of academic excellence and sector 
leadership guarantees a curriculum that integrates 
technical fundamentals, innovation, sustainability, 
and business management to develop efficient 
dairy farms. 
 
The Diploma will be delivered online (e-learning), 
allowing participants to continue their work or studies without interrupting 
their commitments. It is designed for dairy farmers, technicians, 
consultants, academics, association leaders, and professionals in the 
agricultural sector. Prior experience or training is recommended to 
maximize the benefits of the program. 
 
The central objective is to equip participants with the tools to transform 
their dairy systems into more productive, efficient, profitable, and 
sustainable models. The specific objectives are as follows: 

• To provide updated technical knowledge on dairy production in 
pasture-based systems (tropical and temperate). 

• To strengthen capacities in sustainability, climate change, and animal 
welfare. 

• To incorporate financial planning and business management tools. 

• To promote technological innovation and production diversification. 

• To foster the development of leaders in the dairy sector. 
 
The diploma course is offered exclusively online (e-learning), in a format 
that guarantees flexibility. Participants will work in a virtual classroom and 
through a web platform specifically designed to provide access to 
documents, videos, and links of interest, facilitating continuous interaction 
with teachers and classmates. The format is asynchronous. Participants 
can access the content at their convenience, respecting the program's 
established schedule. A forum will be available on the platform to 
encourage interaction between participants and teachers. Teachers will 
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be available to answer questions, address concerns, and expand on 
topics of interest. An estimated 8 hours of study per week is required to 
complete the 13-week Diploma. A final evaluation is mandatory for 
passing the Course and receiving the diploma. 
 
The diploma course will begin on 9 February 2026, and includes 130 
academic hours. It is structured into the following 13 modules: 

• Module 0: Dairy Industry Perspectives. Global supply and demand, 
exporters and importers, key players, and challenges. 

• Module 1: The Pasture Production System. System fundamentals, 
components, budgeting, and modeling. 

• Module 2: The Environment and the Pasture System. Sustainability, 
regenerative livestock farming, regulations, and organic dairy farming. 

• Module 3: Soil Fertility. Theory and practical application. 

• Module 4: Pasture Ecophysiology. Understanding physiology for 
effective management. 

• Module 5: Forage Production. Selection and establishment of forage 
crops and forage conservation. 

• Module 6: Forage Utilization. Pasture management, production 
administration, and harvesting.  

• Module 7: Forage Utilization. Training of operational staff and 
discussion groups. 

• Module 8: Nutrition in Pastures. Designing diets for grazing cows. 

• Module 9: Animal Welfare Strategies in Pasture Systems. Evaluation 
of animal behavior in grazing, welfare indicators, preventive health 
protocols, and their impact on productivity and milk quality. 

• Module 10: Climate-Smart Livestock Farming. Mitigation and 
adaptation strategies in tropical dairy systems: carbon sequestration, 
methane emission reduction, and efficient water resource 
management. 

• Module 11: Financial Planning and Economic Sustainability of the 
Dairy Farm. Cost and margin models in pasture systems, risk 
analysis, co-financing schemes, and decision-making for sustainable 
profitability. 

• Module 12: Integration of Silvopastoral Systems and Productive 
Diversification. Design and management of silvopastoral systems as 
a strategy for resilience, income diversification, and contribution to 
environmental and social sustainability. 

• Module 13: Final evaluation. 
 
The FEPALE website provides all relevant information regarding course 
teachers, course formats, and participation procedures. 
 
The Pan American Dairy Federation (FEPALE) was founded in 1991 with 
the mission of joining up the dairy sector of the Americas. Its main 
objective is to promote the development of the dairy chain throughout the 
region, combining common interests, resources, skills and talents, while 
also proposing to act as a forum for linking the institutions of the sector. 
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