
 

 

 

 
November 2025 
 
Established at the World 
Summit on Sustainable 
Development in 2002 in 
Johannesburg, the 
International Partnership 
for Sustainable 
Development in Mountain 
Regions was created with 
support from the 
Governments of Italy and 
Switzerland, UNEP and 
FAO, as a transnational umbrella alliance of mountain actors 
(governments, intergovernmental organizations, civil society and private 
sector organizations) committed to collaborating to advance mountain-
specific goals. The FAO was tasked with hosting a secretariat to support 
the Mountain Partnership MP. 
 
As stressed on the website of the 2022 International Year of Sustainable 
Mountain Development, mountains are home to around 1.1 billion 
people. Covering about 27 percent of the earth’s land surface, mountains 
host 25 of the world’s 34 biodiversity hotspots and supply freshwater to 
an estimated half of humanity. However, mountains face significant 
threats and challenges. Biodiversity loss, land degradation and pollution 
severely impact mountain livelihoods and ecosystems. Climate change 
exacerbates these issues, causing glacier retreat, permafrost thaw and 
climate-related hazards, which affect water supply in lowland areas. 
Additionally, one in two rural mountain people in developing countries is 
vulnerable to food insecurity. The Mountain Partnership is leading global 
efforts to support the livelihoods of mountain communities and protect 
their environments. Nature-based solutions and ecosystem-based 
adaptation can help mountain communities build resilience, diversify 
their livelihoods, and reduce dependencies on unsustainable practices. 
Investments, training, innovation and digitalization can empower 
mountain communities, who are the custodians and stewards of these 
precious resources.  
 
The Mountain Partnership currently comprises 667 members, including: 
73 governments; 23 intergovernmental organizations and 571 major 
group organizations. The Mountain Partnership is supported by a 
Secretariat which is hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) in Rome. The Mountain Partnership 
Secretariat receives support from the governments of Italy, Switzerland, 
Andorra and Ireland. 
 
The Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) initiative is one of the main 
activities ongoing under the framework of the Five years of Action for the 
Development of Mountain Regions to strengthen the resilience of 
mountain peoples, their economies and their ecosystems. The Mountain 
Partnership Products (MPP) Initiative is a certification and labelling 
scheme that strengthens the resilience of mountain peoples, their 
economies and their ecosystems. It is based on environmentally and 
ethically sound value chain approaches that promote short, domestic 
value chains while ensuring transparency and trust between producers 
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and consumers, fair compensation for the primary producers, 
conservation of agrobiodiversity and preservation of ancient techniques.  
 
The MPP Initiative provides technical and financial support to 
smallholder mountain producers from developing countries to create 
enterprises, enhance their marketing skills and boost their livelihoods by 
improving the value chains of mountain products such as organic food, 
textiles and tourism services. The MPP label is a narrative label that tells 
the story of each product, enabling consumers to make informed 
purchases by learning about products' origins and cultivation, 
processing and preservation methods, as well as nutritional value and 
role in local cultures.  
 
To further support small-scale farmers in establishing quality assurance 
systems for their organic products that are valid for domestic markets, 
the MPP initiative has created the first-ever international network of 
mountain participatory guarantee systems (PGS). With the 
endorsement of the Ranikhet Declaration for a Global Mountain PGS 
Network in April 2019 by MPP partners, the MPP initiative began a 
transition towards a PGS that will certify farming systems as ethical, fair 
and organic, in partnership with IFOAM International.  
 
The main issue for the MPP initiative is the effective management of a 
complex network of smallholder producers from all over the world, while 
seeking to promote the uniqueness of each product. Therefore, PGS 
have been identified as appropriate and effective systems for their 
specific characteristics. A PGS is a quality assurance scheme for 
agricultural products, internationally recognized as a low-cost 
certification suitable for smallholder farmers and local/national markets. 
It is based on the active participation of farmers, consumers, and other 
relevant stakeholders, who come together to make decisions, visit 
farms, support one another and make sure that the production chain is 
carried out according to organic standards.  
 
The website of the MPP Initiative presents the results achieved in the 
following 10 countries: Bhutan, Bolivia, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Panama, Peru, Philippines. In general, the initiative has provided 
its support to 18 000 farmers (60 percent women), partnering with 39 
producers’ organizations, granting with the MPP narrative label 48 local 
products. This support has allowed the preservation of mountain 
agrobiodiversity and ancient varieties by developing new market 
opportunities for Indigenous Peoples' crop varieties through training on 
entrepreneurship and marketing. 
 
The 2024 Mountain Partnership Annual Report informs that during the 
year, 6 new producer organizations started establishing a PGS (making 
a total of 16), 107 producer organizations were incubated, 53 grants 
were awarded to producer organizations (up to USD 50 000 per grant), 
53 acceleration programmes were awarded, over 37,000 farmers 
engaged and 9 PGS initiatives were strengthened. 
 
By entering each of the 10 participating countries, the website details 
the 48 products developed, providing all the useful information on the 
producers and production methods, to help appreciate them and to 
establish collaborative contacts. 
 
The MP Initiative invites all interested actors to join the activities 
currently underway in the different countries. The Mountain Partnership 
Secretariat has also officially launched the second edition of its 
Mountain Future Award (MFA). This year's MFA will contribute to the 
International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation and seeks to spotlight 
initiatives that build resilience and empower vulnerable mountain 

communities and ecosystems in the face of rapidly retreating glaciers.  
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In particular the  Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) initiative invites 
all interested partners to establish collaboration agreements to support 
production, certification and marketing of mountain products. 
 
To know more 
 
Mountain Partnership website 
 
Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) initiative 

 
Ranikhet Declaration for a Global Mountain PGS Network 
 
Mountain Partnership Secretariat Annual Report 2024 
 
Mountain Partnership 2024 Annual Report 
 
International Mountain Day 2025 website 
 
second edition of its Mountain Future Award (MFA) 
 
Mountain Partnerships News 
 
Promoting Innovation and Tradition MP Publication 
 
Why Mountains Matter Brochure 
 
2022 International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development 
 
Mountain Partnership Publications 
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